Karyotype similarities among Pimelodidae (Pisces, Siluriformes) from the Brazilian amazon region.
Three neotropical species of freshwater fish (Pseudoplatystoma fasciatum, P. tigrinum and Sorubim lima) of the Amazon region (Brazil) were cytogenetically analysed by means of conventional, silver staining and C-banding techniques. All showed 2n = 56, with a predominance of biarmed chromosomes. The NORs were located in the terminal position on the short arms, and only two chromosomes bearing NORs were detected. Heterochromatin was found to be equilocally distributed in some chromosomes of the three species, which may share homologous chromosomes. The present data indicate a somewhat conservative karyotypic evolution in this fish group.